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La beaute du B.maxima devait tenter les chercheurs de varietes nou​velles. C'est ce qui incita notre predecesseur, feu M. Joseph Marechal a proceder a l'hybridation rappelee ci-dessous.

Ayant croise le B.pallescens K. Koch (1) par le B.maxima Ch. Chev., il abtint en 1894, un magnifique hybride, l'un des plus beaux du genre, qu'il denomma B. x Gravisiana Hort. I,eod., en l'honneur de M. Gravis, alors directeur du Jardin Botanique de l'Universite de Liege.

La plante, tres robuste, avec des feuilles vert fonce, grandes, larges et obtuses, developpe une hampe florale vigoureuse, terminee par une panicule, gracieusement reflechie, ornee a la base de belles grandes bractees rouge carmine vif, dont les trais inferieures accompagnent des epillets pluriflores. Les autres fleurs, une douzaine environ, inserees directement sur le rachis, possedent un ovaire, des sepales et des petales presentant beaucoup d'analogie avec ceux de la plante mere.

(i) Le nom de Billbergia pallescens a ete donne a deux plantes differentes, de la section des Eubillbergia.

Mez donne le nom de B. pallecens Ba . (non K. Koch) a une plante que Baker appelle B. Bakeri Ed. Morren; le savant botaniste liegeois a decrit et figure cette espece, sous ce dernier nom, dans la Belgique Horticole (188o).

Le B. pallescens K. Koch, qui a ete utilise par notre predecesseur dans l'hybrida​tion en question, est rapporte, par les auteurs modernes au B. speciosa Thunb. Ed. Morren le decrivit et le figura dans la Belgique Horticole (1865), sous le nom de B. pal​lescens K. Koch. Dans le meme journal, en 1875, il figura et decrivit le B. amoena Lindl., qu'il donna comme synonyme de B. speciosa Thunb. et lui rapporta le B. pallescens K. Koch qu'il considere comme une forme naturelle, plus belle, differente du type par sa taille plus elevee, son feuillage presque liese, ses bractees rouge vif et sa pani​cule tres fournie, souvent rameuse.

Le B. speciosa Thunb., qui semble une espece polymorphe, renferme un certain nom​bre do formes (dont le B. pallescens K. Koch est la plus belle), differant entre elles par des caracteres horticoles assez bien tranches, mais insuffisants cependant, au point de vue botanique, pour permettre la creation d'especes distinctes

Translated by Butcher

The beauty of the B.maxima had to tempt the searchers of new varieties. It is what incited our predecessor, the late M. Joseph Maréchal to proceed with the hybridisation mentioned below. 

Having crossed  B.pallescens K. Koch (1) with B.maxima Ch. Chev., he obtained in 1894, a magnificent hybrid, one of the most beautiful of the genus, that he named B. x Gravisiana Hort. Leod., in honor of  M. Gravis, then Director of the Botanical Garden of Liege university. 

The plant, is very robust, with dark green leaves, large, wide and obtuse, developing a vigorous floral scape, ending in a  panicle, gracefully reflexed, decorated at the base with beautiful large lively carmine-red colored bracts, of which the lower three are accompanied with many flowered spike-lets. The other flowers, about a dozen, are inserted directly on the rachis, having an ovary, with sepals and petals much similar to those of the mother plant. 

(1) The name  Billbergia pallescens had been given to two different plants in the section of Eubillbergia. 

Mez gave the name of B. pallecens Ba. (non K. Koch) to a plant that Baker calls B. Bakeri Ed. Morren; the scholarly Liege botanist who described this species and it appeared under this last name, in the Belgium Horticole (1880). 

B. pallescens K. Koch, that was used by our predecessor in hybridization in question, is transferred by modern authors to B. speciosa. Thun. Ed. Morren described it and it appeared in the Belgique Horticole (1865), under the name of B. pallescens  K.Koch. In the same edition, in 1875, he re-presented and described B. amoena.Lindl., that he treated as a synonym of B. speciosa Thun. and returned  B. pallescens K. Koch that he considered to be like a natural, more beautiful form, different from the species by its more elevated size, its nearly smooth foliage, its lively red bracts and its well stocked panicle, often branched. 

B. speciosa Thunb., seems to be a polymorphous species, with a certain number of forms (of which  B. pallescens K. Koch is the most beautiful), differing well enough by horticultural characters, but insufficient however, from the botanical view point, to permit the creation of distinct species. 

